





Half day historicalcity tour

Istanbul, historically known as Byzantium and Constantinople, is the largest city of Turkey and the 3rd largest metropolitan area in Europe after
London and Moscow. Istanbul is a megacity, as well as the cultural, economic, and financial centre of Turkey. It extends both on the European (Thrace)
and on the Asian (Anatolia) sides of the Bosphorus, and is thereby the only metropolis in the world that is situated on two continents. During its long
history, Istanbul has served as the capital of the Roman Empire (330—395), the Eastern Roman (Byzantine) Empire (395-1204 and 1261-1453), the
Latin Empire (1204-1261), and the Ottoman Empire (1453—1922). When the Republic of Turkey was proclaimed on 29 October 1923, Ankara, which
had previously served as the headquarters of the Turkish national movement during the Turkish War of Independence, was chosen as the new Turkish
State's capital. Istanbul was chosen as a joint European Capital of Culture for 2010 and the European Capital of Sports for 2012. Istanbul is currently

bidding to hostthe 2020 Summer Olympics. The historic areas of the city were added to the UNESCO World Heritage List in 1985.

Hagia Sophia is a former Orthodox
patriarchal basilica, later a mosque,

and now a museum in Istanbul,
Turkey. From the date of its
dedication in 360 until 1453, it served
as the cathedral of Constantinople,
except between 1204 and 1261,
when it was converted to a Roman
Catholic cathedral under the Latin
Patriarch of Constantinople of the
Western Crusader established Latin
Empire. The building was a mosque
from 29 May 1453 until 1931, when it
was secularized. It was opened a5 3
museum on 1 February 1935.

The Sultan Ahmed Mosque is a
historical mosque in Istanbul, the
largest city in Turkey and the capital
of the Ottoman Empire (from 1453 to
1923). The mosque is popularly
known as the Blue Mosque for the
blue tiles adorning the walls of its
interior. It was built between 1609
and 1616, during the rule of Ahmed |
Like many other mosques, it also
comprises a tomb of the founder, a
madrasah and a hospice. While still
used as a mosque, the Sultan Ahmed
Mosque has also become a popular
tourist attraction.

Half day Bosphorus Cruise

The Bosphorus is a strait that forms part of the boundary between Europe and Asia. Two hour boat ride up
Istanbul's winding straits will give you a chance to relax and admire the shoreline of beautiful mosques, lavish

palaces and villas. You will see Dolmabahce and Bevlerbeyi Palaces, Ottoman summer mansions,

The Hippodrome is the most
celebrated square of Byzantine
times. Horse races, chariot rallies,
sorting ewvents, wrestling matches
and all sorts of competitive athletics
took place here. Its design was
inspired by that of the Circus
Maximus in Rome built by the
Emperor Septimus Severus in 203.
Constantine the Great enlarged the
Hippodrome and determined its final
dimensions. Excavations conducted
on the site reveal that the
Hippodrome was 117 mefres wide
and approximately 500 metres long.

The Grand Bazaar in Istanbul is one
of the largest and oldest covered
markets in the world, with more
than 58 covered streets and over
4,000 shops which attract between
250,000 and half a million visitors
daily. The grand bazaar began
construction in 1455 and opened in
1461. It is well known for its jewelry,
pottery, spice, and carpet shops.
Many of the stalls in the bazaar are
grouped by the type of goods, with
special areas for lesther coats, gold
jewelryand the like.
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mosque, the defensive Rumeli & Anatolian Fortresses and Bosphorus Bridge - one of the world's largest

suspension bridges, all alongside passing fishing boats and yachts.

Half dav TopkapiPalace tour

The Topkapi Palace is a palace in Istanbul, Turkey, which was the official and primary residence in the city of the Ottoman Sultans
for approximately 400 years (1465-1856) of their 624-year reign. The palace was a setting for state occasions and royal
entertainments and is a major tourist attraction today, containing the most holy relics of the Muslim world such as the Prophet
Muhammed's cloak and sword. Topkapi Palace is among those monuments belonging to the "Historic Areas of Istanbul”, which
became a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1985, and is described in Criterion iv as "the best example of ensembles of palaces of

the Ottoman period.”






